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A message from the Executive Director

With great honor and pleasure | would like to report about the
activities of the Human Development Forum Foundation (HDFF) in
2009, which was in the retrospective a busy and challenging year.
On April 239 2009 the HDFF team celebrated the second
anniversary of the official registration of HDFF as a non-profit making
Thai Foundation based in Bangkok. After this birthday a major but
smoothly proceeded change in the Board led to a new energy push.
The new Chairman General (ret.) Bunchon Chawansin initiated a

wave of motivation via injecting a set of new ideas in the team so the

challenges of 2009 were mastered in a good spirit and a close
cooperation between the Board and implementing team. In the end of 2009, the overall result
was positive and the learning curve pointed up, so that a further upbeat development can be

expected in 2010.

Having passed a lot of administrative hurdles and tests HDFFs life was characterized by
implementing a wide range of programs and at the same time developing new ideas and striving

for the follow-up pr oj ect s. OQutstanding events were the vi
Flood Prevention Excellence Centre, Cologne, Germany in the third continuation of the

community capacity building program related to Flood Damage Prevention supported by the

Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters Directorate of Joint Civil-Military Affairs. This cemented

the reputation of HDFF in the Disaster Risk Management sector thus in July 2009 enabling
HDF&tbeam t o make an evaluati on,therworpt afteaed Mgadoyn mar 6 s
Cyclone ANargiso in 2008. pPossibilitiesgwere Hiscesssed and @ s ever
partnership with the Myanmar Baptist Church Union6s di saster relief wunit e
point of main effort was the continuation of the Raising Awareness of Different Concepts of

Autonomy in Thailand Program, supported by the Delegation of the European Commission to

Thailand, with the highlight of a 10 part TV documentary fPeace for Harmonyd  the& Southern

part of Thailand issues watched by more than 2.2 milion viewers

(http://www.youtube.com/user/HDFFThailand These films were chosen by an international

independent panel to be presented atthe S| GNI'S Wor |l d Conference 2010 Al
in Chiang Mai in October 2009. In the last quarter of 2009 this EU funded research project came
to an end with the presentation of the final study report to Royal Thai Government officials as

well as political, religious and economic leaders related to the Southern part of Thailand. As a



http://www.youtube.com/user/HDFFThailand

follow-up HDFF startedanfil nt er f ai t Iprojdt with acseriesefospecialized workshops
in the Southern Border Provinces supported by the UK- Embassy from June until September

2009. Additionally, HDFF participated actively in two conferences hosted by the Royal Thai

Ministry of D#i entarpynCaéa€peration in Disasdnter Rel

addition, there was an intensive networking with international and national agencies and

implementing partners in order to extend thereachof HDF Fiddsea fiknowl edge

The Board and the team of HDFF know that these efforts and successful programs would be not
possible without the team work of the involved people as well as open and background
cooperation and support from many thoughtful and helpful partners and friends. | would like to
take this opportunity to thank each and everybody of you for your continuous valuable support in
the last years and would like ask for the continuation of your support in the future as new

challenges for HDFF are ahead in the coming years.

Sincerely

D Ul

Dr. Wilfried A. Herrmann
Executive Director

Human Development Forum Foundation
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General developments

2009 was characterized by the election of a new chairman of the Board. General (ret) Bunchon

Chawansin took the helm of HDFF in May 2009 and was elected for 3 years. General (ret)

Bunchon Chawansinds interests ed to
human development and disaster relief as he was a
long time member and head of the civil-military
relations of the Royal Thai Armed Forces Supreme
Command. After retirement he became a well known
TV and radio host covering daily life, but also historical
issues. General (ret) Bunchon Chawansin authored
also numerous books, especially on civil-military affairs,
the Vietnam War, the peace building process with the
Communists in the Southern part of Thailand and other
social issues. Taking the helm of HDFF he pledged to

support the idea of iknowl e0 not

in Thailand but also in other countries. New Chairman: General (ret) Bunchon Chawansin

The personnel status was stable with four to six full time members who were the core team of
HDFF in 2009, some of whom left in the end of the year as several projects were finished. More
interns T also from Germany i supported the foundation in 2009. Regular team meetings and

team building activities completed this part.




Program Activities

In 2009 the two major project activities of HDFF which started already in 2008 were continued

and finished while a smaller project was added in the second half of the year:

a) The Community Flood Damage Prevention (Part Ill) project as a continuation of the 2007
and 2008 awarded projects to train local/community experts related to flood damage
prevention; a program supported by the Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters
Directorate of Joint Civil Affairs. During the conduct of the program several monitors
stated that all HDFF program activities have fully met the expectations of the funding
government agencies. Highlight of this final part of the program series was the second
vistof MrrRei nhardt ARi kud Vogt from the Flood Prev

Germany in February 2009.

b) The EU funded research project o n ofifli¢t resolution in the Southern part of Thailand
by raising the Royal Thai Governmentd6s and th
concepts of decentralizationd r u n n i mMpgril 2608 nvasehoroughly conducted and
finished in September 2009. Highlight was the airing of a related 10 part TV
documentation series fiPeace for Harmonyo watc

during July until August 2009.

c) FromJunei September 2009 Dihé¢odluedbepraigtrlam support
Embassy aimed to improve relations, foster economic growth, and contribute to conflict
resolution through a series of interfaith forums on best practices for small enterprises,
public health and public education personnel among the religious groups in the Southern
Border Provinces (SBP) of Thailand. En passant, it should provide participants the
opportunity to touch on sensitive religious and cultural issues as well. As a longer term
impact, the project aimed to provide an innovative mechanism for conflict resolution in
the SBP by bringing together people of different faiths but similar professional

background to an economic and knowledge sharing platform.




The Community Flood Damage Prevention Project

Every year the province of Ayutthaya faces serious river flooding resulting in losses of livestock
and personal belongings, which again lead to the suffering of the people and economic losses
for the country. The Community Flood Damage Prevention Project initiated in 2006 and
supported by then Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand General (ret) Surayud Chulanont
aimed to ease these effects by establishing a Pilot Flood Training Centre. Additional,
managerial, operational and technical training was provided for local authorities and community
based flood prevention experts and laymen. From 2007-2009, the pilot project targeted the area

around the village of Baan Kracheng, Ayutthaya province in three consecutive programs.

HDFF contributed to the project by training 40 experts from local authorities and informal Non-
State Actors as well as familiarize about 300 participants in flood prevention activities like
preparation of households, schools and public buildings as well as community awareness
raising. Furthermore general management capacities were needed in order to improve the
participating organizations® managMomraver,lin2006aer ati o
study trip to Cologne and the river Rhine area, a flood prone region in Germany, was conducted
to familiarize the experts from Baan Kracheng with the German approach to flood damage
prevention. As a follow up, a German flood expert of the Flood Protection Competence Centre
Cologne came several times to Thailand and conducted in-depth trainings. During the trainings
the Thai experts and dedicated villagers committed to flood risk reduction were always highly
motivated, participating very lively and constructive. The training was well received and was
also put into practical measures, thus increasing the managerial, operational and technical

capacities of the participants. A close relationship between HDFF staff and experts facilitated

the success of the pilot project.

Mr . ARIi kuo Vogt expl i

= German flood wall technology




Due to the success of the initial project, it was prolonged and the neighboring 5 villages of Baan
Kracheng were included. Additionally, a Flood Training Centre to carry out community flood

damage prevention programs was established with the support of the Royal Thai Armed Forces

Headquarters Civil Military relations department.

Representatives from Royal Thai
Supreme Command J 5 led by
Major General Puchapong
Pongsiri attend an event related to
Community Flood Prevention in

the National Science Museum in

The third project phase (2" prolongation of the project) included a training of the trainer
program (ToT). The experts were trained by HDFF to train villagers how to prepare for flooding
as well as how to manage, operate and administer the established Flood Training Centre in
order to extend the reach of the training contents. Besides the managerial and administrative

part, on the technical side the trainers introduced flood risk mapping as a basis for detailed flood

prediction and for devel oping suitable counter measur

ability to predict the flood level as well as the needed material and activities for flood damage
prevention. As HDFF sets high value in a participatory approach, the ToT focused strongly in
integrating the village population into all measures, which resulted in various school / students
competitions related to the topic, as well as practical trainings with wide parts of the local

population.
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ARi kuo Vogt aimtohgcampetitiomnner of th

The trainings were again supported by the visitof Mr . Re i n h ar dthe Geéihankexpért V o gt
who contributed with latest best practices of similar projects from Europe and Puerto Rico in
February 2009. Finally, management of the centre and training was then taken over and carried

on by the local tambon representatives.

Raising the Awareness on Different Concepts of Decentralization in Thailand
Project

There is an ongoing violent conflict in the

Gulf of Thatland Majority Malay areas
H Mixed Mty Southern Border Provinces (SBP) of the Kingdom

Thai ateas

of Thailand with the latest durable outbreak since
2001. Therefore, the European Commission
decided to support Thai efforts to bring peace to

the region. In this context HDFF was awarded

Andaman Sea

with a research project on decentralization and

Map of Southern Border Provinces of Thailand possibilities of implementation in the Southern
part of Thailand. Thepr oj ect 6 s main obj e
to introduce a new understanding of dhogalTha@r m fAau
Government (RTG) and, partially, the interested Thai public and thus, to draw up practical and
feasible new options and arguments for the conflict management in the Southern Border
Provinces (SBP) of Thail and. Is rof diffexemtt dorcepts afr |, t he
autonomy should be raised to offer new options for negotiation and political conflict resolution.
The term Aautonomyo is a major point of content.i
management for the southern provinces of Thailand. It was assumed that the examination of the

term - its particular use, semantic history and assumed intentions in Thai as well as English




language used in Thailand i would add a long missing obijectification to the discourse.
Comparison with its use in the European context and examples of peaceful political
arrangements including different concepts

opportunities for practically oriented and realistic actions in the conflict management in the
Southern Border Provinces of Thailand. These were combined with providing information to
foster intercultural, particularly interreligious understanding between the Buddhist majority and

the Muslim minority.

As a result, HDFF compiled a classified research study for the Royal Thai Government on
AfConcepts of HDEPOhomyapabl e t a&sameyondhe dnderstardihg
of the term fAaut on oAsyépediahhigh light a stutlyarip was galriedi oat for
a group of high level Thai officials as well as academic, media, NGO and religious
representatives concerned with the conflict resolution in the Southern part of Thailand to a
European region where autonomy is successfully implemented and the institutional structure
has a proven record in solving severe, long term, or intercultural conflicts (South Tyrol, Northern
Italy). There the HDFF team in close cooperation with the universities of Bozen/ltaly and
Munich/Germany conducted an international workshop and other research activities to include a
broad scientific discussion of the concepts of autonomy into the findings of the project. A major
impact on the public was reached by the production and airing of a 10 short film documentary
fPeace for Harmonyo features addressing the Thai public informing about different

understandings of autonomy (seen by more than 2.2 million viewers on Thai TV). Hence people

of

a l

were sensitized to the situation of minorities and were interestedi n t he qual i ti es

culture. Last but not least HDFF provided regular contributions to the public debate about the

conflict in the South based on the research to carefully introduce a new, less confrontational use

of the term fautonomyo. Additionally, and not

network partners of Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in the Southern Border Provinces
were inspired by the European examples presented during the project and started
independently and with their own funding approaches to implementing peace villages, bilingual
training programs, and village based inter-faith activities. A final (classified) report was handed
over to the respective government agencies and selected religious authorities in order to pass
on the policy recommendations drawn from the 18 month project to the respective implementing

authorities and their partners.
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During the continuous work in the Southern part of Thailand HDFF could experience the
feelings of the local population who pointed out that many projects are geared exclusively at
Muslim communities leading to feelings of exclusion by the communities of other faith, mainly

Buddhists and Christians. Therefore, HDFF consulted with the UK-Embassy which approved a

A .-

OA
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program aimed to improve interreligious relations, foster economic growth, and contribute to
conflict resolution through a series of interfaith forums on best practices for small enterprises,
public health and public education personnel among the religious groups in the Southern Border
Provinces. In the typical integrative HDFF approach local businesses, Non-State Actors and
Local Authorities were also included. En passant, this program provided participants the
opportunity to touch on sensitive religious and cultural issues as well. As a longer term impact,
the project aimed to provide an innovative mechanism for conflict resolution in the Southern part
of Thailand by bringing together people of different faiths but similar professional background to
an economic and knowledge sharing platform. On the long term, business leaders, health
workers, and teachers of all faiths as well as local provincial authorities by working cooperatively
on common and community initiatives, would build better relations with shared interests thus
contributing to the urgent needed trust building and contributing to the local reconciliation
efforts. Main activities of the HDFF program were a total of six interfaith forums, whereby each
two forums were held in each of the three Southern border provinces of Pattani, Yala, and
Narathiwat. Each forum lasted one day and were convened and mediated by facilitators chosen
from the vast network of and supervised by HDFF. The main subject of the forums was to share

best practices in the fields of small enterprises, public health, and education, while specific

topics of interest were participatory decided after discussions and inputs f r om HDéFo6s |

partner 6s nse forasrwere a gréahseccess. The demand for the workshops was
overwhelming, and HDFF together with its partners had to accommodate much more than the
planned 60 participperhiastipenewwoklsd @amall entérpribes,
public health, and public education could be established and are still running in the Southern
Border Provinces. The inclusion of provincial authorities of related fields proved to be a positive
catalyst to improve relations between civil society and governmental sectors. Final findings and
recommendations of the workshops, as worked out by the participants, were edited and

presented to leading government officials as well as national and local religious authorities.
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Disaster rehabil itation in Myanmar

In July 2009 a HDFF fact finding team went to Myanmar to explore the possibilities to contribute
to the rehabilitation of in the areas affected by the Cyclone NARGIS in May 2008, especially in
the Bogalay Township in the Ayeyarwady delta. Meetings with affected people in the area as
well as with the people in charge of the
disaster relief and rehabilitation programs of
the Myanmar Baptist Churches Union gave an 7 _ = ,
overview about the urgent needs for the [ i KR g5t
people in the second phase of the ‘
rehabilitation process. Primary education,
agricultural skill training but also psychological
trauma rehabilitation and livelihood recovery is

still urgently needed as well as - as a

=

preventive measure - disaster preparedness
training. After this fact finding trip meetings with officials from the Ministry of Social Welfare,

Relief and Resettlement were conducted in order t
Preparedness and Disaster Rehabilitation fields as well as capacity building for local
communities and regional bodies. After returning to Bangkok, the fact finding team concluded

that the close cooperation with the Myanmar Baptist Churches Union should be developed

further and joint programs should start as soon as possible latest end of 2010 in order to

support the affected people efficiently with the knowledge which can improve their life, which is

the motto of HDFF.

Continuous during 2009

Again in 2009, HDFF core staff conducted permanent research on and provided continuous
consulting services regarding Human Security Issues (HSI) and Non-Traditional Security (NTS)
issues as well as Maritime Security issues with a special focus on civil-military
dialogue/cooperation to government and non-governmental organizations of the Kingdom of
Thailand and abroad. Covered topics in the fields of HIS/NTS and Maritime Security were also

part of the contributions to conferences and publications.




Selective new network activities in 2009

Since the registration HDFF has been always keen to expand its national and international
network activities in the academic and non-for-profit field.

Major events in this context were two conferences

The Thailand-Malaysia co-host ed Il nternational Wor kshop
Establishments and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) Cooperation on Non-Traditional
Security (Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief) A fO7-1® dune 2009

where HDFF presented the viewpoints of a civil society organization (CSA) using the
example from Cycl one Ofn tha podiiumstiiere were aMy ANChW r .
Malaysian and Thai representatives from the respective Ministries of Interior, Disaster
Mitigation Departments and Khunying Pornthip from Thailand.
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